THE NEW ARMY
speech delivered at the corn exchange
cambridge, may 19, 1939
May 6.    The King and Queen leave for their tour of Canada.
May 10.   The Prime Minister makes bis first statement in the House
of Commons on the secretive, and, so far, unsuccessful
negotiations with Russia.
May 12.   The Anglo-Turkish pact is announced.
May 18.   The Military Training Bill, introduced early in the month,
passes its third reading in the House of Commons.
[May 19, 1939.
I
 HAVE come here to-night because the University has desired an
opportunity of testifying its resolve and conviction in a time
of serious public need. The voice of the undergraduate of
Cambridge has a right to be heard, and will certainly be marked,
because so many of them are claimed by the new Conscription Act,
now and in the next two years, and many more will take great
pains to range themselves at their side. It is an honour to come
forward at the call of King and Country, and to render the highest
form of personal service to the State. It is also our duty to make
sure the cause is good; and it is to this point that I shall first of all
address my argument.
After many hesitations and long delays, some of which may
cost us dear, Great Britain has resolved to take a leading part in
forming and sustaining a league of armed and arming peoples to
resist—if necessary by force—further acts of aggression by the
Nazi and Fascist powers. These totalitarian systems of govern-
ment came into being from different causes. In Italy there was
fear of Communism. In Germany there was the bitterness of
defeat. Two remarkable men rose on these strong tides to dictatorial
authority. Both, in the early stages, rendered great service to their
countries. But both were carried away by the habit of despotism and
lust of conquest, and both at the present time seem ready to array
themselves against the progress and freedom of the modern age.
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